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Na Cl Did you know?
The open seas were
the inspiration behind 
the evolution of 
iodinated contrast media
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Inspired by a swim in the sea, the Swedish radiologist Torsten Almén set out 
to reduce the osmolality of iodinated contrast media (CM), championing the 
evolution from...

OH

OH

OH

OH

OH

HO

O NH

I I

I

N

O
O

H
N

1960s 1980s 1993

high-osmolar
CM (HOCM)...
Diatrizoate
- Osmolality: 1940–2140

mOsm/kg H2O1

- Iodine atoms/particles
in solution: 3/21

...to low-osmolar
CM (LOCM)...
Iohexol
- Osmolality: 640-780

mOsm/kg H2O1

- Iodine atoms/particles
in solution: 3/11

...and ultimately, to iso-osmolar 
Visipaque (iodixanol)
Visipaque (iodixanol)
- Osmolality: 290 mOsm/kg H2O1

- Iodine atoms/particles in solution: 6/11
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This evolution was important because the osmolality of a contrast media may be 
associated with its cardiac and renal tolerability, as well as its impact on 
patient comfort.2-6

Heritage shaping 
Healthcare worldwide
GE HealthCare has a 
distinguished heritage in 
contrast media development.7,8 

We at Pharmaceutical 
Diagnostics have been 
supporting healthcare 
providers for over 150 years.
Today, we’re a global leader in 
diagnostics, with 110M+ doses 
of our imaging agents 
produced globally every year.9
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Please scan the QR code below to see approved indications and 
Important Safety Information for VISIPAQUE™ (IODIXANOL) 
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