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UPGRADE CONTINUUM

After installing a Signa® LXI in March, 2001 and going
through several software upgrades, Diagnostic Health
of Weston, Fla., took the leap to the HDxt software in
November 2006. “The upgrade went as smoothly as we
could have imagined,” says Caryn J. Nolen, RT, Clinical
Coordinator. “We rented a mobile GE LXI 9.0 MR while
upgrading to HDxt, and we maintained our volume
and had no down time.”

Prior to the HDxt upgrade, Diagnostic Health’s maximum
patient volume was 12 patients in a 12-hour day. “Our
image quality immediately improved, while scan times
decreased by approximately 40 percent,” adds Nolan.
Today, the center scans up to 20 patients each day,
exceeding their own projected volume.

Improvements were obvious. According to Nolan,
patients comment on how quick their scan is in
comparison to scans at other facilities. And, she says,
referring physicians prefer the higher image quality
resulting from the upgrade to Signa HDxt. “We
increased throughput without decreasing image
quality to dramatically improve our bottom line.”

For Dick Kelly, chief MRI technologist at Exempla
Lutheran Medical Center in Wheat Ridge, Colo., the
upgrade of a Signa LX 9.1 to a Signa HDxt translated
to improved patient throughput, scanning efficiency

and image quality. “The improved exam throughput

is a patient satisfier and allows us to add several extra
exams each day without compromising image quality
or patient care.”

As a result of the upgrade, Exempla Lutheran could
add several new advanced imaging sequences,

such as TRICKS™ for vascular and VIBRANT™ for breast
imaging. “With its ease of use, we never miss or repeat
a contrast-enhanced MRA exam,” Kelly adds. “Plus,
TRICKS provides our physicians with superb quality
images and physiological information that adds
diagnostic value to the study.

“TRICKS lets us reduce contrast dose on MRA exams,
which is beneficial in lowering costs, but more
importantly, reduces a patient’s chance of developing
Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis (NSF).”

According to Kelly, VIBRANT has opened a new service
line for the surrounding community. “VIBRANT gives the
ability to individually fat sat each breast, plus the added
capability to scan bilateral sagittal or bilateral axial
breasts, which has significantly improved our breast
imaging program.”
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