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G E  H E A LT H C A R E  N E W SW E L C O M E

While greater strides have been made in combating breast
cancer, statistics remind us that the end is far from near:

• A women’s chance of developing invasive breast cancer 
at some point in life is 13%, or one in eight1

• 32% of all new cancer cases are of the breast, followed 
by lung/bronchus (12%)2

• Women with a BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation have 
an 80% lifetime risk of developing breast cancer and at 
a younger age than women without the gene mutation 
in their cells3

There are promising signs. Incidence levels of breast cancer
have leveled off; fewer women die from breast cancer (14%)
than the next most-often diagnosed cancer, lung and bronchus
(27%). Certainly, this is the direct result of mammography
screening and continued innovation in multi-modality 
breast imaging.

Within this publication, Dr. Jeffrey Weinreb, Yale New Haven
Hospital, cites three clinical cases where the Signa® HDx 3.0T
made a difference, providing fuel for his belief that the future
of breast imaging is 3.0T MR (page 12). Two patient cases
submitted by Dr. Robert Lavayssiere, IRM Paris Nord, further
demonstrate the potential of Breast MRI, leading to a more
accurate evaluation and confident diagnosis (page 44-47).

In addition, we’ve included a story to showcase GE’s expansive
portfolio of Breast MR technology (page 44), including:

• VIBRANT™ and VIBRANT-XV™ – the most widely adopted
breast MR application in the industry

• BREASE™ – an easy to use, breast-specific single-voxel
spectroscopy tool for additional lesion characterization
and assessment of early treatment response

• HD 8-channel Breast Array – best-in-class SNR for improved
image resolution and excellent access for intervention 

Plus, our partnerships with CADstream and Sentinelle 
enable GE to offer you the industry’s only integrated breast
MR CAD and dedicated detachable breast/intervention table,
respectively (page 48 and 55).

This issue of Signa PULSE will introduce you to a new realm 
of MR imaging, provide a forum for sharing our customers’
vision and a vehicle for providing information to promote
early health. Together, we can capture the future of MR
imaging today.

Enjoy,

James E. Davis
Vice President and General Manager, Global MR Business
GE Healthcare

James E. Davis
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