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SEONE s @ 1.5T MRI - SIGNA HDE

A Technologist's Perspective

Rachele Malousek, RT, sees a number of advantages to replacing Saunders’ mobile

MRI service with a fixed system. “Patients who have a spine injury or a possible stroke
“A detachable need MRI right away. They can't wait for @ mobile service or to be transferred 30 miles
tq ble can hel away. Now, we'll be able to take care of them right away.”

o, p She says there will be more time for personalized care, to take better patient histories
save ad life. and visit with patients because technologists won't have to rush against the clock,
trying to get all the cases through in the few hours the mobile system is on-site.
Malousek also feels that the hospital will be well poised to stay current with the

latest MRI protocols and that turnaround time for reports will be reduced, improving
patient care.
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Malousek is particularly pleased that the hospital selected a Signa HDe system with
its unigue detachable table. “A detachable table can help save a life,” she said. “If

a patient codes or needs help immediately, you just unhook the table and bring the
patient outside the magnet room for assistance.”

A detachable table also reduces the number of steps in preparing a patient for an
exam, she added. “You just move the patient from the bed onto the table, take them
to the imaging room and scan them. It eliminates having to transfer patients onto

a cart. That saves time and contributes to greater patient comfort.”

Malousek has worked with GE systems in the past and feels they are “very user
friendly and easy to learn. I've trained with GE before and someone is always there
to help you, going over the protocols and explaining the software. It's very reassuring
to have someone behind you all the way.”

One support tool that Malousek has come to depend on is iLing", an exclusive GE
service feature that enables users to communicate with GE applications specialists
by simply touching a button on the operator console. “If you're ever stuck trying to

figure out something that's happening with the system, you just push the little button.

A GE person always gets back to you within 10 to 15 minutes and usually is able to
resolve the issue. It's very, very cool.”

The new GE Signa HDe at Saunders Medical Center became operational in August
2007. “We're convinced it was the right decision because we've heard back from

the community how grateful they are that we have a fixed MRI system,” said Sheehy.
“Our staff is excited. Our physicians are excited. Our board is excited. Even the county
board of supervisors is excited about it.”

Sheehy believes that having in-house MRI is essential for an independent community
hospital to provide state-of-the-art medicine today - and to continue thriving. “MRI
needs to be readily available to your patient base. If you make your patients go out
of town for these procedures, you're going to eventually lose them for everything.” m

Saunders Medical Center is an
independent community hospital
in Wahoo, Nebraska, a town of
4,200 in the eastern part of the
state. The town sits approximately
23 miles between Lincoln, the state
capital, and Omaha, Nebraska's
largest city. The primary focus

of Saunders Medical Center is
outpatient care. The Critical Access
hospital includes full-service
laboratory and radiology services,
a 24-hour emergency room,
physical and respiratory therapy
and surgical services. A long-term
care facility and a physician clinic
are also part of the campus.

The facility conducts approximately
6,000 imaging procedures a year.
Radiology studies, except for
mammograms, are read remotely
by a group of board-certified
radiologists based in Omaha.
Images are transmitted digitally
via PACS to the radiologists. Their
dictated reports are transcribed
at the hospital and distributed
to the physicians.
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