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B E Y O N D  T H E  S C A ND E T A C H A B L E  T A B L E

Unique to the Signa® family of MR systems is the detachable
MR table design. GE Healthcare pioneered this innovative
concept puts you at liberty to deliver greater patient safety,
productivity and growth in the MR suite.

GE offers wide range of tables to enable flexibility and 
accessibility to new and emerging MR applications. Different
procedure tables easily and safely dock to the Signa MR
scanner via GE’s Liberty™ docking system. Choices include:
the Signa table for general imaging; Signa lite; Vanguard 
system for dedicated breast imaging; ExAblate® 2000 MR-
guided Focused Ultrasound; Signa OR-compatible table; 
and, there are more in developement.

Safety

Critically ill patients often undergo MR scans. With the Signa
detachable table, the technologist can quickly and easily
release the table and coils in an emergency and have the
patient outside the scan room in seconds. This enables 
the emergency team to access the patient outside the 
MR scanner’s ferromagnetic field – safely and quickly.

“We’re able to quickly pull the patient out of the scanner,
…undock the table and pull the patient completely out of 
the room, close the door, so we can handle the patient in 
a safe environment without the code team going into the
magnetic field,” said Tuan Luu, Technologist and Applications
Specialist, Brigham & Women’s Hospital (Boston, MA).

“With all new GE systems purchased, we
order a second table. This is to improve our
MRI cycle time and patient throughput.”

Ann Hester,
Florida Hospital,

MRI Systems Modality Manager

Vanguard™ is a trademark of Sentinelle Medical Inc. 
It is manufactured and distributed directly by Sentinelle.

ExAblate® is a registered trademark of InSightec, Ltd.

GE’s Liberty™

docking system

Productivity

The detachable table also facilitates patient loading to 
further drive MR suite productivity and patient throughput.
By bringing the table to the patient, users can reduce 
unnecessary patient transfers – the patient is placed directly
onto the MR detachable table. With two or more Signa
tables, one patient can be prepped while another is scanned.

“With all new GE systems purchased we order a second
table. This is to improve our MRI cycle time and patient
throughput. We want to decrease our ‘empty table time.’ 
This is especially important to our facilities because 50 percent
of our volume is inpatients,” noted Ann Hester, MRI System
Modality Manager, Florida Hospital (Orlando, FL).

Growth

Facilities can also expand their business by offering new 
procedures or improving the speed and quality of existing
exams with the detachable table. Two GE-exclusive 
technologies – MR-guided Focused Ultrasound (MRgFUS) 
and the new Sentinelle Medical Vanguard™ breast imaging
and intervention table – are compatible only with Signa. 

“These women are really doing their internet research and
finding out about MR-guided Focused Ultrasound (MRgFUS).
A lot of them are calling us asking about it . They’re willing to
actually fly here to get the procedure done.” Mindy McKinnon,
MRI Technologist, Seattle Radiologists (Seattle, WA). �
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