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GE Healthcare and Sentinelle Medical Inc. are working
together to further advance breast magnetic resonance (MR)
with the Vanguard™ system, a dedicated breast imaging and
intervention patient table for use with GE Healthcare’s
Signa® HDx 1.5T MR scanners. Developed and sold by
Sentinelle Medical, Inc. (Ontario, Canada), Vanguard can help
achieve exemplary image quality, improved access to tissue
for intervention and a high level of comfort for patients. The

In late February, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
approved the use of InSightec’s ExAblate® 2000 incisionless
surgery system for uterine fibroids with GE Healthcare’s
Signa® HD 3.0T Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) systems,
based on studies conducted at University of California at
San Diego (UCSD), Weill Cornell Medical Center and KNI
Imaging. ExAblate 2000, which combines Magnetic Resonance
Imaging with focused ultrasound waves (MRgFUS) to non-
invasively destroy tumors, was previously approved for

use with Signa HD 1.5T systems in October 2004.

“This new approval allows physicians the freedom to use
ExAblate with either a 1.5T or 3.0T MRI scanner, allowing
busy MRI centers greater flexibility in scheduling use of their
systems and allowing women greater access to this non-
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open architecture design provides complete medial and
lateral access to the breast, enabling unimpeded imaging
and intervention. Additional access to the breast in the
anterior direction enables breast positioning similar to
stereotactic mammography.

As a diagnostic tool, Vanguard is suitable for a wide range
of indications in breast disease management including,
but not limited to:

e Detection of breast lesions
e Evaluation of treatment response
e Surveillance of high-risk patients

GE Healthcare is the only MR manufacturer with a detachable
patient table design and Liberty™ docking system, making
this advancement in Breast MRI available exclusively on the
GE Signa. The detachable table design gives Signa customers
exclusive access to this exciting new technology that both
Sentinelle Medical and GE Healthcare believe will further
advance breast MR imaging and intervention. (For the rest

of the story, see page 55.) m

invasive procedure to destroy their symptomatic uterine
fibroids,” said William G. Bradley, Jr, M.D., Ph.D., FACR,
Chairman of the University of California at San Diego’s
Department of Radiology and a Professor of Radiology at
UCSD School of Medicine. “The 3.0T system also provides
a higher level of anatomical detail.”

ExAblate 2000 with GE’s Signa HD MR is the only MRgFUS
system approved by the FDA as a non-invasive, outpatient
procedure to treat symptomatic uterine fibroids. Over 2,500
women with the condition have been treated worldwide. m
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