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SEON e s @ REIMBURSEMENT

Medicare Reimbursement Update

As payors continue to look for ways to rein in the rapid
growth in healthcare costs, imaging remains at the forefront
of policy and cost debates. Understanding, following and
acting upon the numerous complexities of proposed
reimbursement changes is challenging for many healthcare
providers to manage. To support customers in understanding
this continuously evolving and highly regulated area, and

to ensure that all customers have access to the latest
information and resources, GE Healthcare has a dedicated
website on reimbursement that includes:

¢ The latest Medicare Payment Rates for procedures in
all the major imaging modalities including listings by
site of care and geographic area

e Links to Payer Medical Policies to help providers
understand the conditions under which a given
procedure may be covered

¢ GE Reimbursement Customer Advisories with coding,
coverage and payment information

For MR, recently updated Customer Advisories include
Breast MR Imaging, Breast MR Biopsy and Functional MRI
(fMRI). These documents are posted on GE's reimbursement
website (www.gehealthcare.com/reimbursement).

Education and awareness is only one aspect of what

GE Healthcare is doing to support medical imaging customers.
Under the guidance of Mike Becker, General Manager of Global
Reimbursement and John Schaeffler, General Manager of

GE Healthcare Government Relations, GE has been working
to identify current and future customer imaging risks and
developing various strategies to mitigate these risks. To this
end, GE continues to partner with strong industry organizations
to protect and preserve access to quality imaging for all
patients and to stabilize the market after the shock of the
DRA (Deficit Reduction Act).

GE is a founding member of the national Access to Medical
Imaging Coalition (AMIC) comprised of equipment manufactures,
healthcare providers, key medical societies and patient
advocacy groups that represent more than 75,000 patients,
physicians, and imaging providers. GE serves on the executive
board of AMIC and like other participating members,
contributes resources to support the public relations,
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advocacy and educational activities aimed at ensuring
access to imaging. More information can be obtained
at the AMIC website (www.imagingaccess.org).

GE dlso joined AdvaMed in 2007, a successful, international
medical device industry association representing over
1300 companies and subsidiaries. GE plays leadership
roles in this organization with Joe Hogan on the

Board of Directors and Mark Vachon as the
Vice Chair of the newly created
Diagnostic Imaging sector. There is
also broad GE Healthcare participation
at the working group level to engage
on important customer topics such as
payment advocacy, state legislation,
and quality.

As d long-term member, GE continues to
strongly influence the advocacy program
for the Medical Imaging & Technology
Alliance (MITA), a division of NEMA
(National Electrical Manufacturers
Association), which represents
companies whose sales
comprise more than 90 percent
of the global market for
medical imaging technology.
Jim Davis, Vice President

and General Manager of the

GE Healthcare MR Business
chairs the MITA section. MITA has
focused on educating lawmakers,
the media and key stakeholders
on the “Value of Imaging”
(www.medicalimaging.org)
with a formal public relations
campaign.

For more information, please
visit www.gehealthcare.com/
reimbursement. m





