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ANNOUNCEMENTS

“*%  GE Healthcare is pleased to
announce the first US-based
installation of the Signa
Vibrant 1.5T dedicated

© . breast MR system at

‘ H. Lee Moffitt Cancer

-
Center, an NCI-designated i‘-»
research facility. The system was I ___*
installed in July 2008 at Moffitt's Lifetime "‘ i
b

Cancer Screening & Prevention Center \‘%

and has since been used to scan five
to six patients each day.

According to Lynne Hildreth, Director b ]
of Lifetime Cancer Screening, the ﬂ =
system was selected based on its high e -,
image quality and exclusive detachable '
breast table. “Signa Vibrant is an

elegant solution for breast MR imaging

that is very patient and technologist Hildreth also notes that compared Signa Vibrant 1.5T utilizes high definition
friendly,” says Hildreth. “The system is to other dedicated breast MR systems technology and applications specifically
easy to use and our radiologists were on the market, the Signa Vibrant offers  designed for breast MR, including
very impressed with the image quality. Moffitt more flexibility. “We know we the VIBRANT acquisition, BREASE
We've been very impressed with GE can upgrode the system‘to perform spectroscopy, integrated CADstream
. e other studies, or add entirely new (Confirma, Inc., Bellevue, WA) and the

service on other modalities in our - ; ) .

applications such as MR-guided specially designed breast MR table
center, so we knew we could rely ) : .

focused ultrasound. (Sentinelle Medical Inc., Toronto, ON). m

on them for excellent uptime.”
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Healthcare professionals who are looking to spread the
word about their services and capabilities can now order
personalized materials specific to their GE Healthcare
products on Get Creative, a customer marketing Web site.
Additional new features also include expanded product
images, advertising downloads, and additional media kits
for public relations. All materials are available to GE Healthcare
customers at no charge. www.getcreative.gehealthcare.com. m
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In September 2008, GE Healthcare
launched its new Signa Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI) Oncology
Package at the American Society for
Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology’s
50th annual meeting. The package, a
dedicated oncology solution, enhances
magnetic resonance imaging for
radiation therapy planning and is
compatible with the most widely

used GE MRI systems.

While the balance between element
radius and depth of penetration are a
continual trade-off in coil development,
a new 32-channel torso coil from

GE Healthcare geometrically overlaps
coil elements to achieve significant SNR
and parallel imaging improvements
over 8 channel technology. At high field
MR such as 3.0T, there is an abundance
of SNR that may be utilized to trade

off scan time; therefore, new coil
technologies that maximize parallel
imaging capabilities are imperative.

The new 32-channel torso coil is
particularly useful with the Discovery
MR750 scanner and 3D pulse sequence,
LAVA-Flex. This technique produces
four images for each slice location. By
using the coil in conjunction with the
new parallel imaging algorithm, ARC,
abdominal studies that were previously
unattainable can now be accomplished
with a single breath hold. m
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“MRI is widely considered the modality
of choice for imaging brain, spine, and
other soft tissue tumors,” said Bryan
Van Meter, MRI global marketing
manager for surgical and radiation
oncology at GE Healthcare. “We are
committed to providing radiation
oncologists and cancer centers with the
tools to easily integrate high-definition
MRl imaging into their treatment plans.”

Coronal LAVA-Flex acquisition;
120 slices with 44 cm FOV; 4 mm slice thickness
with 320 x 320 matrix; Acceleration = 5.02 X;
Scantime=13s.

The Signa Oncology Package improves
the ease and consistency of co-registering
MRI and computed tomography (CT)
images. It allows exquisite soft-tissue
contrast of MRI to be more easily and
accurately fused with CT images by
providing MRI images that are acquired
in the same patient positioning as CT.
The result is the enhanced accuracy,
consistency, and confidence required
for the advanced radiation treatment
systems of today. m

Element orientation of anterior
and posterior sections of 32-channel torso coil.
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