GE Healthcare

Breast Cancer Fact Sheet

e Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer death for women worldwide; it is the
second cause of cancer deaths in the U.S. *

e One woman in eight will develop breast cancer in her lifetime. In 1975, this risk was
onein11.!

e About 1.5 million cases of breast cancer are diagnosed every year worldwide. 2
e Breast cancer results in more than 400,000 deaths each year, worldwide. >

e When detected at an early stage by mammography, the five-year survival rate for
breast cancer is 95 percent — 20 percent higher than the rate for cases detected by
other means at a later stage. *

e The Netherlands and the U.S. have the highest incidence of breast cancer; China has
the lowest. °

e In 2009, about 40,170 women will die from breast cancer in the U.S. ®

e Death rates from breast cancer have been declining in the U.S. since about 1990,
especially among women younger than 50. This is believed to be the result of earlier
detection and improved treatment.’

e There are about 2.5 million breast cancer survivors in the U.S. today. °

e The lifetime probability of developing breast cancer in developed countries is about
five percent. In developing countries it is about two percent. °

e About 90 percent of women who develop breast cancer have no family history of
the disease. ®

e About a million women have breast cancer but don’t yet know it. *
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